[LANCEL 


_<ere=he story says, to be sure 
, | that when those lords had lef 
_ and the court had dispersed t 

iL (about which I have just read) 

, damsel came riding there, 

_fittle white dog following behind her, 

‘nd as soon as she entered the court 

an saw King Artur, 

she spoke after the fashion of her coy 

“May God in heaven—who has 

ower over all things—reward you, 

My lord, see to it that my words are heard, 

listen NOW especially to my tale. 

There is in this land a forest 

set in a beautiful green valley, 

| will tell you about it shortly. 

This forest is enclosed 

ina valley between two mountains. 

It is surrounded by high walls. 

I expect that anyone who tried to enter 

it by force would find it difficult, 

except at one end of the woods 

where there stands a very small gate. 

At that spot, and no other, 

it is possible for one to enter that forest, 

if things are as I have heard. 

And near a river in the valley 

there are many fine and splendid trees 

which make it a pleasant place to be. 

A stag with a white foot 

is master of the water there, 

and of the forest that stands in the valley. 

Moreover there are on that mountain 

lions as large as giants to be seen there 

who stand guard over the stag. 

Spending the night there would be dangerous: 

they are watchful day and night. 

I wouldn’t want to be their enemy, 

they are so fierce; 

this I know for sure. 
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__ egson for my coming here. 
as one who has sent me here 
~ een in her own land 
7 F ege-lady to many a kni 
a ' you my word that o 
he has as her subjects 
three steadfast kings 
who are always at her service. 
che is fairer than sunshine, 
poth in her complexion and her hair. 
What is more, no one has ever 
geen the least sign of baseness in her. 
She is a very beautiful maiden 
and of most noble birth. 
She has sworn by her crown 
that she would never take to husband 
any other than the man who can bring 
her the white foot of the stag. 
It is not an easy thing to win: 
whoever succeeds in killing the lions 
will have to carry on the chase for quite 
some time before he catches the stag as well, 
he will have to endure great trials. 
Should anyone wish to set out now, 
see here this little dog that will 
guide him on the right path 
in the forest to where the stag dwells 
and to where it roams most frequently.” 
Keye said, “So help me the Holy Ghost, 
my lady, give me the little dog. 
I shall certainly be the first 
to ride out and test 
my fortune in that forest.” 
The damsel was happy and pleased 
and left the little dog behind 
with Keye at the court. 
She cheerfully took her leave. 
Early the previous morning— 
that is before the damsel had arrived— 
Keye had come to the court, 
for you have just heard how 
unwelcome he had made himself there. 
Now he was reconciled, of that you may be sure, 
for his lady the queen 
had restored his peace and friendship 
with the king and Walewein. 


© he was once again at court 


. r ‘ en h 
ing, YOU have not yet heard Her Met de Wr 
ule Voer 


45 


50 


55 


60 


65 


75 


80 


85 


-ook charge of the dog, 
- next day he went 
a ee he heard Mass. 
diately thereafter 
i ‘ med himself and rode hence 
N Fehe dog tan quickly ahead of him, 
with Keye following quickly behind, 
frwas a fine, bright day. 
Many kinds of birds were singing 
‘a the trees and on the ground, 
And then just a little before midday 
Keye saw a river 
that was wide and bottomless, 
which he had to cross if he could 
think of no better course of action, 
The dog did not look for a ford, 
but flew across like the wind. 
Keye turned his horse 
and rode back home again. 
The little dog swam resolutely 
back over the wide water. 
The two of them were at odds. 
When he saw it return, 
Keye became anxious about 
what excuse he would have to offer. 
Then he decided that he would 
kill the little dog with his sword 
and say that it had got away from him. 
Though Keye was angry enough, 
he could not catch up with it: 
no matter how he spurred his horse on, 
the dog still outpaced him. 
He kept this up all day 
until he saw the castle 
in which Artur held court. 
Then he hung his head 
pitifully behind his shield. 
Sir Walewein came along 
and mocked him severely. 
Keye said, “So help me God, 
I wasn’t very far from here 
when—and this vexes me sorely— 
4 great illness overtook me. 
I was forced then to turn back. 
I dared not go any further; 


I didn’t know what had come over me. 


Now I shall leave off about Keye 
and tell you about Lanceloet. 
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of ye StOLY tells us next 
yhat at the same time 
i anceloet had just arrived at court, 
" e had heard this account 
whe a4 ; mpetuously: ‘3 
«By I 
ot 


He 4 


we called for his squire 
{had his arms and armor brought to him, 
a he made haste like a man bound 145 
nd je in quest of honor and renown, 
ee eupon he departed Artur’s court. 


- 3s pleased and happy. 
Now it was the season 
‘hat corn was growing in the fields. 
He trotted along, singing as he went, 
neither too fast nor too slow. 
He did not have the faintest idea 
of where he was headed, 
but wherever the dog had a mind 
to go, he followed quickly after; 
this at least is what I heard. 
He kept to neither road nor street 
but rode after the dog in great haste. 160 
He took no rest whatsoever 
until he caught sight of that valley 
where he came upon the river. 
Then he saw how the dog 
jumped immediately into the water. 165 
At that Lanceloet followed him 
and gave his horse free rein; 
he leapt in fearlessly 
and rode across those wide waters. 
After that Lanceloet dismounted 170 
onto the green grass 
and waited until he was dry, 
he and his horse both. 
Then he adjusted his saddle 
and mounted boldly iS 
and tode thence toward the forest. 
he journey was longer than my tale, 
of that you may be assured. 
dso he rode forth and saw - 
© forest in the direction in which he was riding. 
fore he could pass through the gate 
€ lions caught sight of him: 


‘Y attacked him ferociously. 
“Mmediately began to defend himself fearlessly 
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Lanceloes en het Hy 
ec lions with his sword, ert met de Witte Voet 


ag. tended to do them grievous harm 

for bs were seven lions there at the time as 
rer’ ind I shall tell you why, ) 
bs "would care to hear the reason, 
i - had been a knight there before 

‘7 who had killed three of them. 

bs had defended himself desperately, 
“ che end he had to die 


) { lose his life. 
and 10° 2-6 — 
(lam not claiming that this 1s the truth, 
put ust 8S I have heard it, 195 
xo | may tell it to you.) 
The daring knight Lanceloet 
gtruck many a blow against the lions, 
who viciously and boldly attacked him 
and did not try to avoid him. 200 
He rode in amongst them, 
striking furiously and fiercely. 
He received then in turn 
three great gaping wounds; 
then the battle turned serious for him. 205 
He defended himself with all his strength; 

he realized that on his honor 
he could hold back no longer. 
He was not one to turn back 210 
or run away when he was in danger. 
He immediately struck three of them dead. 
The others attacked him viciously 
and caused him pain and suffering 
and put up a hard fight 215 
until he slew all of them. 
When they lay dead in the sand, 
he began to lament his wounds. 
Yet he thanked God earnestly 
that he was still alive 
after fighting for so long 
against those vicious lions. 
Ifhe had not been so strong, 
he never would have survived. 395 
He went to where his horse stood 
and put his foot to the stirrup. 
Wounded and tired though he was, 
he mounted in great haste 
and rode on into the forest. 
His pain weighed heavily upon him. 
He heard the birds singing. 

he fragrance of the sweet herbs, 
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oh many grew in that "ON Bet Bie, 
d his spirits. forest, met dle Witte Voer 
ae je rode here and there, 

oh id many a song 
fo che birds, which pleased him wel] 235 
and took away some of his suffe 
| Je looked all about him, 
wid then he saw the stag 
ving beneath a clove-tree, 
Now listen to what Lanceloet did — 240 
He gave spur to his horse, : 
che stag SAW him and bolted, 
put Lanceloet rode after it, 
ired and hurt though he was. , 
The little dog left him behind. me 
Before he knew it, it had Caught the stag 
When it had brought the stag down, ) 
he galloped up to it 
and dismounted onto the grass, 250 
He was eager to have the white foot 
and he cut it off with his sword. 
Then he fell down to the ground; 
he could no longer remain standing. 
At that moment he saw a knight 
approaching him on a large warhorse. 
Then Lanceloet asked him 
to come to him there 
and take the white foot 260 
and to promise him on his honor 
that he would take it to the damsel 
and moreover tell her 
that he lay in the forest, 
grievously wounded 
—he would return as soon as he was able— 
and no one was to marry her 
until he came to her. 
‘Tell her that I wish her well, 270 
at all times. 
I have gone to such lengths 
on account of the virtue and honor 
have heard others attribute to her.” 
Thereupon he put forth his hand 
and gave the knight the foot. 
It would have been better for him 
ad he not given it to him. 

at will be and is fated to happe®, 280 

at must surely come to pass. 

hen the knight had taken the foot 
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ay bis sword and struck Lanceloet 


he he barely survived. 
a" amitted a shameful deed— 


- it could have been otherwise!— 


if on little honor by it. 
u . 
d him wounded and wounded him stil] 285 
d repaid him evil for good; 
‘ ople do today . 
ad have done many a time before. 
May Immortal God 
strain all such evil persons 290 
so that they may reconsider 
and leave off their evil ways 
and act with righteousness. 
When this knight, who was very wicked, 
had wounded Sir Lanceloet 295 
_-so that he expected him to die 
of the wound—he rode off 
to where the queen dwelt at the time. 
He was in heart and mind 
exceedingly and exceptionally pleased 
that things had turned out thus for him; 
he expected fully to become a great lord. 
But before the poem is over 
he will surely find out whether 305 
his game does him any good. 
Why make a long story of it? 

. the knight approached the castle 
and came riding up to it 
a page took his horse 310 
and led it to where it was well cared for. 
How happy he was when he saw that! 
" ed went into the hall, 
where he was well received 
by both knights and ladies, 315 
of whom there were many to be seen there. 
The damsel herself came forward, 
wishing to make him welcome there 
oe he was a stranger to her. 
; en she entered an orchard and sat 
: the grass, and the knight went with her. 
“ed hear what he did next. 
y, he said, “you have sworn 

ll the people of your kingdom 325 
you would marry no man, 

Ut the one wh i 

o should bring you 


'€ white foot of 
of the stag. 
°w behold it here and do 


a. 
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87 ic honestly and honorably 
[wor wword from the ]j 

“eh my sworc e 10Ns, 
wit , attacked me fiercely and boldly 
le won you lawfully, , 
May il fortune befall anyone 
ko begrudges me this— 
gych trials have I suffered for its sake.” 

When the damsel understood this 

she r08e and took her leave, 
sit said that she would consider it, 

che went immediately to her chamber. 
«Wretched woman that I am, what has 
pefallen me? God grants me no honor! 
What is this that I am told: 
what have 1, poor woman, done wrong 
against God our Lord?” 

She wept most bitterly 

and lamented her misfortune. 

“Lord, is this my reward 

for constantly praying to God 

that he send me a man with whom 

I could live my life in happiness? 

I believe that in all the wide world 

there is none so ugly as he. 

Wretch that I am, what has befallen me? 
He doesn’t look capable of valiant deeds, 
he is so ugly and evil, too. 

This greatly displeases me, to be sure.” 
Then her maidens noticed her 

and they went to her 

when they saw her standing there, weeping. 
They all asked her what the 

trouble was and what was wrong with her. 
She said, “I shall tell you everything. 

Did you not just now see that evil knight 
whom I welcomed so warmly? 


It seems to me that this is how things stand: 


he has brought me the white foot. 
[beg you to help me 
and give me good advice. 
ou can see how things stand with me.” 
ne of the maidens standing there 
Said, “Lady, please consider, 
Our advice is of no use to you. 
"would be wise to see to it 
hat your liegemen are sent for 
80 that they might advise you. 
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4NCeloet en p 
ms to me the best thi ” et Hert Met . 
. ; h e damsel said at ee” to do, de Witte Voer 
' oY shall immediately send 
' r ) my knights throughout the land 
i Ji those who belong to my kingdo 
— in all haste i 380 
here there 1s great need of the; 
rhe many a bold knight came th 
.« well as many a squire, 
nefore the sun had set 
and early the next day. 
1 heard tell that no fewer than 
ox thousand came 
a¢men who owed her fealty. 
Three crowned Kings came as well, 390 
pefore the sun brightened the day, 
and with them so many men 
that it is impossible for me to name them, 
They dismounted and entered the hall. 
The damsel received them well. 395 

Then the queen bade them all go 
quickly together into the garden 
along with all those they wanted 
to accompany them and those she thought 
would give her the best advice they could, 
and those who were well disposed 
toward her and whom she could trust; 
all these she bade enter, and no one else. 
She went with them into the orchard. 405 
The kings addressed her, asking her 
what her commands were and what she desired. 
She said that she would tell them. 
“A knight has come to me here today, 
I know not who he is, 
and he has brought me the white foot: 
it has caused many a good knight 
to lose his life. 
He has informed me 415 
that he won it in combat. 
lf what he says is true, 
then I shall never again 
know happiness or honor, 
80 ugly is he and so wicked. 420 
[need advice on this matter. 
Even if he were pleasing as a husband, 
God knows it would be unfitting ; 

or him to become lord over all of you: 
£n a noble king gave answer, 
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~4N¢eloe 
ve have heard your account en bet Hor, met de yr 
‘Le. knight brought here to ti ied 
He yen we have heard his Story 
qnt P 4 i] certainly give you our advice % 
we > rhe knight was called for an ' 
The? a d: | ‘i ' 
jen the damsel S07 him, 
ih began to weep bitterly 
"4 said, “Welcome, my lord,” 430 
a answered her cordially, 
h, how distressed the queen was; 
shat she had ever set eyes on him 
as 2 beavy blow to her heart. 
There was a king there who was well dis 435 
d his lady, and he at once be iat 
rowar : gan 
ee question the knight 
4s to Why and how 
he had come to the court. 
When the knight had heard him out, 
ne said, “My lord, in our land 
it is known to many a knight, 
and the rumor circulates as well, 
that this damsel’s situation is such 445 
that she might not marry any man 
except the one who brought her 
the white foot of the stag. 
My father is a noble knight 
and he bade me set out 
to hunt that stag in the forest. 
And hence I have fulfilled that quest. 
Thave slain the stag 
and brought here its foot, 455 
which has cost many a knight his life. 
I want what is by rights mine, 
for I have suffered much on its account.” 
When the king had heard this 
he thought to himself 
that it might well be true. 
He said, “My Lady, hearken now. 
Our advice and our counsel is that 
the wedding be postponed for fourteen days. 465 
[can do no better than this; 
much can happen in the meantime.” 
€ knight was ill pleased 
that such a long delay had been declared, 
or he knew that it was not to his advantage ” 
and he was all the more afraid because of it. 
€ Postponement was unavoidable. 
he damsel was happy and pleased with this. 
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dhe came; 
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, | not allow the court to dis 
5 "wishes and commands 

all - aickly carried out, 

wert © 


we Tl leave off this story 
Ni | leave these lords where they are— ” 
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. | shall write about Sir Walewein. 


How WALEWEIN CAME TO La 


. NC , 
paTTLE ON HIS BEHALF PLOET’S arp AND Fougy 
TA 
he story tells us 
that at this time Walewein 
greatly feared that Lanceloet 480 


might be in great danger 
pecause he had heard no news of him 
nor received any message from him, 
He was in the castle of Kardoel 
with Artur’s wife, the queen, 485 
put the king himself was not there. 
As soon as he caught sight of a squire 
he immediately called him to him 
and bade him fetch his horse 


—this was early in the morning. 490 
His horse was then brought to him. 

He mounted valiantly 

but he did not know in which 

direction he should ride. 495 


But as God himself desired it 
he rode until he perceived 
that he stood before the forest. 
There he saw lying on the ground 
both the feet and the hands 500 
of the knights who had perished there. 
Then he thought they were Lanceloet’s. 
He fell down to the ground 
on account of the grief he felt at the sight of this. 
He lamented more grievously 
than anyone ever will 
or had ever done before, 
because he thought he had 
lost Lanceloet, the daring knight. 510 
He would later pay him back for it. 
Then his mounted his horse again 

and rode toward the forest 
'0 see how matters stood there. 

hen he saw his noble comrade 515 
lying there in the grass. 


505 


MEG 
d, how happy he was then! wT Dt Hors met de Wiss 
L’.ounted and wept sorely € Voer 
He vid, “Lanceloet, comrade, lord 
an". who did this to you” 


>| | al . 
whe? _anceloet heard this, 
js i me then, who are you” 
“re . 
qhereupon Walewein answered him, 520 


“Sif \Walewein 1s my name, 

al greatly grieved by your wounds.” 
Now listen to what Sir Lanceloet 

im wered when he heard this: $9 
«Walewein, dear, noble comrade, : 
J had won the white foot 

py might of arms from the fierce lions, 

who wounded me grievously 

ys you may NOW see. — 530 
Then there came a knight whom I soon 

learned was devoid of virtue. 

| asked him to come here; 

this he did, and he came to me. 

| then said, ‘Noble knight, 535 
| would ask you to be so kind as to 

take this white foot 

to where the damsel now dwells.’ 

When he had it, he struck me 

and pierced my body 

with his sword, wounding me.” 

And when Walewein had heard all this 
he lifted him up with great care 

and placed him before him in the saddle. 545 
The two of them rode out of the forest. 

Now Walewein had once heard 

tell that there was a certain town 

on the far side of a great mountain 

where there lived a skilled physician. 350 
Then he took Lanceloet there 

and he asked the physician to see to it 

that he cured Lanceloet quickly. 

Ifhe did so, he would make him a wealthy man; 


540 


and moreover Walewein showed the physician ™ 
aremedy that would help greatly to that end. 

And so he left Lanceloet 

and rode with the utmost speed 

to where the wedding was to be held. 560 


Little did anyone know what he intended 
when he came into the castle; 

ardly anyone took notice 
°t who he was or what he wanted, 


ane 
oble knights were there “leet en het Her met 
a“ re evening came de Wirt, Voe 
bu aight would know, 

ma the day had come 

Ans" pat knight was to take - 

~) asel as his wife. 


jj account there was such 
Til ‘ great _ 
Ow 
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had come to this, 7 
ave atrived dee 


‘What | want?” Then the evil one said, 580 


‘Did you win her?” “Yes,” he said, “on my honor.” 

‘You lie, and you'll regret you did! 

You won't escape me, not even in Hell, 

| shall avenge my comrade, who 585 
trusted your honor and nobility 

and gave you the white foot to bring here. 
And you brought shame upon yourself, 
for my comrade was wounded sorely 

and you wounded him still further! 

For this I offer you my gauntlet, 

that is if you dare accept it.” 

Then the knight immediately answered, 
‘You're lying disgracefully, like a villein. 595 
Ihave never done any such deed 

as you accuse me of here. 
When you come to regret it, 

it will be too late.” 
The combat was arranged at once. 
Then that knight spoke again 
to Walewein; I shall tell you what he said: 
‘I don’t know what you have heard, 
but you are making a foolish mistake 605 
'N accusing me, I assure you, 
of such a thing as you have just spoken of. 
Whatever the case may be, 

4M not obliged to answer 

‘0 you for it here. 

thas reached the point now 

hat combat is unavoidable. 


590 


600 


610 


Nel, 

jent of my own bravery 2€t en hoy Hers thes 
snocence in this matter, . Witt, Voer 
‘o not fear you in the least” 
-wein replied honorably, 
fear me If you can. 

. full well that you 

"gear me in the least; 

“°" God knows, I fear you less! 
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y don't know if that's because I’m slow Witted, 
ifyou have any courage, you shall find it. 
“ould not wish to undertake 620 
ach 2 serious endeavor, I'll tell you why: 
, ceems to me this is Not a game; 
js a matter of life and honor, 
| should never have accused 
you here of such a serious crime 
‘¢] had not known the truth 
and the facts of the matter as well.” 
Thus their conversation came to an end. 
The damsel was very happy at this, 630 
as was everyone else present there, 
all those who supported her. 
And so Walewein, the brave knight, 
armed himself immediately there. 
He bound on his greaves 635 
and he put on his hauberk, 
which fitted him well, I believe. 
Over that he put on his surcoat. 
His good helmet was brought to him, 640 
which offered good protection against blows, 
—no matter how they were struck— 
against thrusts and against buffets. 
He did not wish to delay the combat; 
for when he was completely armed 645 
he had his horse, a fine, large beast, 
brought out onto the field. 
Facing such danger, he crossed himself. 
Why should I make a long story of it? 
The two of them were well equipped 
and moreover excellent warriors. 
They met one another violently 
and they crossed lances in such a way 
that both their spears were broken. 655 

en they both drew their swords, 
or each sought to attack the other. 

ey wielded their swords fiercely 
and dealt such great blows with them, 
ach striking the other so many times 
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_ who saw it marveled, 

He hey fought long and hard. 

U | | osel said, “May God our Lord 
Ny Jalewein strength!” 

Wald see the sparks 

~ shere from their helmets; 

th - made a great din. 

7 her of them paused for a mom 
yey seruck many a mighty blow, 
why should I prolong the tale? 
Walewein struck and hit 

ihe knight such that he clove 
ihrough both helmet and head, 
pis sword slicing through 

to the shoulder before it came to a halt. 

A great cry went up: 

he fell to the ground and was dead. 

He was tied to a horse’s tail 

and dragged about, he deserved it well! 
He was dragged back and forth, 

up hill and down dale. 

Thus should all men perish 

who are given to treachery. 

| dare say by my faith 

that the damsel was now very pleased, 

as were all those who were with her. 
Walewein then said, “I must go” 

(to see how his comrade fared). 

The damsel said, “It is too late. 

But, by your leave, I should 

now very much like to know his name.” 
Then again the daring knight spoke, 

“My lady, one may well speak his name. 
He is the best knight alive 

in the entire world, 

and moreover the most handsome.” 

The damsel spoke, “Then all the prayers 
which I have prayed before now 

have not been in vain.” 

“My lady, his name is Lanceloet. 

(have never seen his equal 

in the performance of great deeds. _ 
| would very much like to know how he is. 
— damsel answered him accordingly, 


ent; 


Teel you, knight, the best course of action: 


You shall do yourself honor 
Y staying with me today. 
tomorrow at sunrise, 
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ur wish, 
it ride to where your eg 
yo" > noble knight spoke, 
The | shall do as you say,” 
e said, “God reward 


Mrade is.” 


You for it” 
Valewein was courteously ) 


; med by many a rich knight 
shose who were present there 
him a great deal of attention, 


aid . 
t was time to eat, 


When. ‘ 

she damsel took Walewein by the hand 
snd sat him down next to her, 

She paid much attention to him, 

od d the servants in that hall 

served him very well indeed. 
"When the meal was finished 
and the knights had risen from table 
they rejoiced and made merry, 

for it delighted them all to do so. 
Now listen to what the damsel does, 
“Walewein,” she said, “noble knight, 


[ know well that you do not wish to tarry, 


When you see your comrade, 

give him my greetings, I beg you. 
[commend you to God now: 

I do not know when I'll see you again. 
I pray that you prosper, 

that you stay with your comrade 

until he is healed 

and you return here with him.” 


Then spoke Walewein, that proud knight, 


“My lady, all this I shall do, 
if God grants me good fortune.” 
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As soon as this conversation was at an end 


she went to her chamber. 

Then the servants began 

to prepare a bed for Walewein, 
one that was rich and beautiful. 
Though he had worn the crown 
of Acre that very day, 

he might well have lain on it 
without reproof. 

A strong and attentive page 
brought him a silken mattress 
and a pillow of royal purple. 
Another brought 

‘wo newly washed sheets, 

White, folded, and of fine quality; 
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; ever Saw 
1, his eyes such splendid 
‘3 the ones Walewein lay . Sheets 
ayer they had been 5 n then, 
at "6 “kt pread on h 
_ damsel quickly brought the bed 
-overlets all stitched w; 
4a cl \ e with 
which he was to put over aes 
qhough one had searched rt 
he would not have foun F e World Over 
guch a one, for it was so fine , 
The embroidery on it 
was not cheap; 
it was ft for a rich king. 
When the bed had been 
a page was sent to Walewe; Prepared, 
who invited him to retire - 
When he saw that bed, 
so rich and splendid, 
he thought to himself 
that nowhere had he e 
such a splendid one. iii 
He then did as was hi 
a Gilailesp hnanetarely, 
And very early the next se i 
he rose and took his leave ning 
and he mounted his h _ 
and rode toward hi orse quickly 
marae s isaoar 
OW. 
Lanceloet was not pie He el ein 
Although it was ah fully recovered. 
he had to wait -~ mt or 
until such time as it atch over him there 
that he could bear a ———— 
if it were necessa ee 
Then Walewein saad 
reiracdalPyaaih 1¢ Brave 
physician so well 
that he was well 1 e d 
and he wished ms ased and happy, 
geod ioe em both then and there 
They ae and safe return. 
te) . 
that they bad until they saw 
They w reached the castle. 
the lan - soon spotted; 
and badexien. out to meet them 
« em 
Bend" meres 
‘Tam, m os said, “are you recovered?” 
thanks ned me indeed; 
to od ” 
alewe} ° 
wein spoke, “Noble lady, 
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__. do you think is the best thi 
Wi rade has now arrived, 
My has won you here, 
he “~ suffered much to do go, 
ait he does not | this time Wish 
ro matty you—Uus you must under 

fe wi shes to postpone that until 
“yh ime as he returns here 
with his kinsmen as a noble knight: 
put he hopes you will approve this 
ind not suffer any sorrow for it, 

‘hough he leaves you like this,” 
The damsel, who bore herself well, 
nswered, “Sit, I am ready to do 
his pidding at all times. 
| shall wait—come what ma: 
for as long as he wishes me to, 
And I shall always act 
according to his desire.” 
This pleased Lanceloet well, 
for neither in seriousness nor in jest, 
nor for better nor worse, 
nor for anything that might befall him, 
nor for all the world 
would he have married her at that time— 
and all on account of his love for the queen 
whom he loved ever and always; 
this was what mattered most to him. 
Those knights were well entertained; 
there was great rejoicing and merriment. 
The queen and Lanceloet sat and 
conversed together there. 
He pleased her well, indeed. 
She wished, so I have heard, 
that the wedding had taken place— 
but she was ashamed, I can tell you, 
to demand it of him now. 
And so they stayed there for two days 
and on the third day after that 
they both took their leave 
and rode until they came 
to Artur’s court at Karmeloet, 
where there was great rejoicing 
at the arrival of both of them. 
They told the king and queen 
how they had fared. 
It pleased them greatl 
that thin od Hi 
gs had turned out so well. 
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JL leave off this sto 
) you, as | have heard it, 
ec first came into the world 
he afterwards came to me 


Hpecame a knight of great renown 
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